


Name/Title of the Agricultural Heritage 
System: 

Requesting agency/organization:

Responsible ministry 

(for the Government):

Location of the site:
(please annex land use maps 

and geographical coordinates 

of the site) 

Accessibility of the site 
to capital city or major cities: 

Area of coverage: 

Agro-ecological zones
(for Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries):

Topographic features: 

Climate type: 

Approximate population (beneficiary): 

Ethnicity/Indigenous population: 

Main source of 
livelihoods: 

"Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems" 
(GIAHS) are outstanding landscapes of aesthetic beauty 
that combine agricultural biodiversity, resilient ecosystems 
and a valuable cultural heritage. Located in specific sites 
around the world, they sustainably provide multiple goods 
and services, food and livelihood security for millions of 
small-scale farmers.

Unfortunately, these agricultural systems are threatened 
by many factors including climate change and increased 
competition for natural resources. They are also dealing 
with migration due to low economic viability, which has 
resulted in traditional farming practices being abandoned 
and endemic species and breeds being lost.

These ancestral agricultural systems constitute the 
foundation for contemporary and future agricultural 
innovations and technologies. Their cultural, ecological 
and agricultural diversity is still evident in many parts of 
the world, maintained as unique systems of agriculture.
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“remarkable land use systems and 
landscapes which are rich in globally 

significant biological diversity evolving 
from the co- adaptation of a 

community with its environment and 
its needs and aspirations for 
sustainable development”. 

“remarkable land use systems and 
landscapes which are rich in globally 

significant biological diversity evolving 
from the co- adaptation of a 

community with its environment and 
its needs and aspirations for 
sustainable development”. 

(2002)

“Such spectacular increases in yield destroy, in one stroke, 
the built-in conservatism or resistance to change that has 

been passed on from father to son for many generations in 
a system of traditional agriculture”. 

(1969)

N.Borlaug (1969) Columbia Journal of World Business 4, 9–19 



Early Panicum miliaceum at 
Xinglonggou, Inner Mongolia, 

c.5,700 BC

Hunt H. et al. 2008 VHAA
Hunt H. et al. 2011 Mol. Ecol.
Hunt H. et al. 2018 Holocene





Foxtail millet (Setaria italica)



Broomcorn millet (Panicum miliaceum)

• May 2011: submission to FAO by local government and CAS for GIAHS status
• September 2012: submission successful
• May 2013: brand approval
• 2013-15, the price of Aohan millet grew from 1.8 to 4.4 ¥/kg, and went from 8 to 25% of available agricultural land

2005 2014



The global pictures: my personal thoughts about an ideal GIAHS network





Geographical spread of GIAHS

Africa Asia + Pacific Europe + Central Asia Latin America + Caribbean NE+N.Africa



Lead produce in current GIAHS

Soft fruit Rice Other cereals Potatoes Tea Animals Other crops General systems
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grapes, jujube, 
mulberry, olive, figs, 
ume

Torreya tree, oak, 

Argan tree, 

wasabi, ginseng, 

bamboo, salt



Andean Agriculture, Perú, (Cusco-Puno) 

Ifugao Rice Terraces, Philippines, 2011

"Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems" 
(GIAHS) are outstanding landscapes of aesthetic 
beauty that combine agricultural biodiversity, resilient 
ecosystems and a valuable cultural heritage. Located in 
specific sites around the world, they sustainably 
provide multiple goods and services, food and 
livelihood security for millions of small-scale farmers.



Rare wheats in Asturias, Spain Wild wheats and barleys in S.E.Turkey



Some questions

• Is there an alternative to the ‘response mode’ approach to 
the selection of sites?

• Should the bar be raised in certain areas, and lowered in 
others?

• How might we researchers interact with the FAO on such 
issues? 




